
50 Activities for the First Day of School

By Walton Burns



50 Activities for the First Day of School 
 
By Walton Burns 
 
© 2016 Walton Burns. 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, introduced into  
or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means 
(electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without the prior 
written permission of the copyright holder. 
 
Published by 
 
Alphabet Publishing
1204 Main Street #172 Branford,
Connecticut 06405     (203) 442-5222
info@alphabetpublishingbooks.com

 
www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com
 
ISBN: 978-0-9977628-1-5 paperback
 978-0-9977628-0-8 ebook
 
LCCN: 2016911493 
 
Design and composition: www.dmargulis.com
 
C O U N T R Y  O F  M A N U F A C T U R E  S P E C I F I E D  O N  L A S T  P A G E  O F  B O O K



Contents
Introduction.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               1
Getting to Know Them.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         3

3-2-1.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
The Same and Different.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       5
Find Someone Who . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        6
Two Truths and a Lie.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8
Desert Island Choices.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 9
Weird Attendance.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  10
Meuume .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  11
Ask the Teacher.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  13
Answers on the Board .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      14
Tell Me about Me.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         15
Never Have I Ever, Classroom Edition.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             16
Sorting Line .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  17
Draw Me Out.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           18
Where Are You From?.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      20
In Your Own Words.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  21
Who Wrote That?.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         22
4-3-2 Intro .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  23
Class Survey .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           24
Name Chain.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  25
Memory Chain .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          26
Toss a Ball.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  27
English Names.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          28
Going on a Picnic.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         29
Expert Game.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           31
Snowball Fight.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          32
Snowball Texting.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         33
Time Capsule.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           34

Assessing and Evaluating .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     35
Needs Evaluation Survey.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  36
Goal Setting .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  38



    Complete the Sentence (continued)
Class Survey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
What Do You Know? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Pantomime Introductions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Label the Classroom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Classroom English Pantomime  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Simon Says . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Mother May I?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
Word Association Brainstorm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Picture Words  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50
Classroom Scavenger Hunt .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51
Flashcards .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52
Sentence Auction Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
I Am a Word .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54
Dry Run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

Setting the Tone .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57
Rule-Breaking Role Play . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
Classroom Rules Negotiation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60
Routine Modeling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61
Study Habits Myths  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Sharing Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Syllabus Scavenger Hunt .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64

References  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65

Online Resources

At http://www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com/book/first-day-ofschool/
#tab-resources you can download free worksheets and templates 
that you can photocopy and use in your classroom.


