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Appendix 2: Stress Emphasis  
 
 
Set one 

Partner A Partner B 
1. Judy’s phone got wet. What about Jackson’s? His phone better not be wet.  
2. Jackson’s backpack is all wet. His phone better not be wet.  
3. I think his phone is wet. His phone better not be wet.  
4. There’s something wrong with Jackson’s phone. His phone better not be wet.  

 
Set two 

Partner A Partner B 
1. The bus is late. I know it’s late. 
2. What do you know about the bus? I know it’s late. 
3. Who knows that the bus is late?  I know it’s late. 

 
Set three 

Partner A Partner B 
1. You probably hope for a kid who focuses 
on homework. 

Nope, I want a kid who doesn’t do his 
homework,  

2. So you probably want a kid who doesn’t 
clean his room. 

No, I want a kid who doesn’t do his 
homework.  

3. Surprisingly, the parents are glad that Billy 
would rather do art.   

I want a kid who doesn’t do his homework. 

 
Set four 

Partner A Partner B 
1. He didn’t give us any information about 

the location of the interview.  
You’d think he’d at least let us know where 
he is! 

2. His friend, and maybe his teacher, might 
know where he is. 

You’d think he’d at least let us know where 
he is! 

3. You seem surprised that you didn’t hear 
from him.  

You’d think he’d at least let us know where 
he is! 

 
Set five 

Partner A Partner B 
He needs to understand that we don’t have money.  He is getting a job. 
He’s not even looking for work. He’s getting a job. 
Why isn’t he getting involved in a club?  He’s getting a job.  

  
Set six 

Partner A Partner B 
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How about some water then? I don’t want any water. 
Does anyone want water? I don’t want any water. 
Do you want a drink?  I don’t want any water. 

 
Set seven 

Partner A Partner B 
Don’t worry about it.  I kind of feel responsible here. 
It’s someone else’s problem. I kind of feel responsible here. 
Where do you want to be?  I kind of feel responsible here. 

 
Set eight 

Partner A Partner B 
There are different kinds of learners in the world. Some people like books.  
We don’t really want to have to buy these books.  Some people like books. 
Not everyone wants to read on a screen.  Some people like books. 
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