KEEPING

SHARON HARTLE

‘ From Teaching Practice to Reflection and Back Again ’




Copyright 2018 by Sharon Hartle

ISBN: 978-1-948492-08-9

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018933521

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced,
introduced into or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in
any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise) without the prior written permission of
the copyright holder.

Country of Manufacture Specified on the Last Page
First Printing 2018

Published by:

Alphabet Publishing

1204 Main Street #172

Branford, Connecticut 06405 USA

info@alphabetpublishingbooks.com
www.alphabetpublishingbooks.com

Designed by Annabel Brandon

All images by Sharon Hartle.
Screenshot of Symbaloo shared with permission.

Alphabet “

PUBLISHING



Table of
Contents

Abbreviations 5
Introduction: 7
My belief in reflection for growth 7
The aim of this book 8
My first blog post: Where it all began 9
Section One: Learning 13
Looking at learners 13
Problem One: Who are my learners and what English
do they need to learn? 14
Welcome to Italy: A world of contradictions 14
Learner-centred work 24
Problem Two: How can learners be motivated to
want to learn, not just pass exams? 25
Learner Autonomy: The price of freedom 29



Keeping the Essence in Sight

4

Section Two: Teaching

Section Three: Testing

Problem Three: My learners are not autonomous.
They depend too much on the teacher

How autonomous do learners actually want to be?

Teaching with technology
Problem Four: I would like to use technology in my
teaching. How can I integrate it into my normal
teaching without wasting too much class time?
Thoughts on blended teaching and learning
Excerpt from the blended learning page on the class
blog

What about your colleagues?

Problem Five: How can I communicate with
colleagues who are very different from me?

Tradition of globalisation? Alice or the Cheshire cat?
The role of the teacher in the future

Problem Six: If so much is available online, will there
be a job for teachers in the future?

Blended learning as a social process: Sugata Mitra
at IATEFL and the aftermath

Problem Seven: Why do some learners keep failing
exams?

On mushrooms and saunas

30
30
37
37

38
38
46
50

51
51
57

58

58
65

66
66



What exactly are we testing? 70
Problem Eight: If we take English as a Lingua Franca

into consideration, how does it affect my teaching

and testing? 71

Post One: Monday morning thoughts: which model? 71
Post two: The world of ELF 73

Errors or mistakes? 76

Problem Nine: How do I know whether my marking

in exams is reliable? 77
Can't see the language for the Errors 77
Section Four: Professional Development 85

ELTchat: Professional development organised by
educators for educators 87

Problem Ten: How can I find out about what other

educators are interested in? 88
Perpetual PD or keep on learning 88
Face-to-face professional development 92

Problem Eleven: How can I be sure a conference is
right for me 93

TESOL Rome 2014: A moment of sharing and meeting 93
Narrowing your focus 100
Problem Twelve: I don't have the time or the finding

to go to conferences or courses so how can I find out
more about something I'm interested in 101



Keeping the Essence in Sight

4

The IATEFL TEASIG Webinar branches out to do
Facebook discussions

Excerpt from the post, Post-Manchester IATEFL
Reflections

Bibliography

Websites

Other Teacher Resource Books

101
105
109
110
111



