
Taylor Sapp

24 open-ended stories to engage students
in reading, discussion, and creative writing



TABLE OF CONTENTS
How to use this Collection �  VIII

PART I:

Short  
Takes (UNDER 500 WORDS) 

1.	 Choose a Path �  1

2.	 Family Matters �  5

3.	 The Lunch of the Twelve �  8

4.	 The Glass is Half . . .  �  13

5.	 Pick a Pet �  17

6.	 Gifted �  20

7.	 Joe and his Beans �  24

8.	 The Eyes Have It �  27

9.	 A Nice Bike it is! �  30

10.	T-Rex Window �  33

11.	 The Long Line �  37

12.	 Assassin �  39

13.	 Bad Dog! �  42

14.	 The Chase �  46

15.	 The Spooky House  �  48

Stories Without End



PART II:

Medium 
Takes (500-2000 WORDS)

1.	 Lunch Break �  54

2.	 Silvo �  59

3.	 The Train Pusher �  65

4.	 I Love Horse(s) �  71

5.	 Weather the Storm �  75

6.	 Texting vs. Calling �  82

7.	 The Long Sleep �  89

8.	 The Last Human Teacher �  93

9.	 House Husbands �  98

SUPPLEMENTS FOR 
EXPANSION ACTIVITIES
Supplements 1: Summaries �  104

Supplements 2: Illustrations �  109

Supplements 3: Writing �  111

Supplements 4: Media �  119

Supplements 5: Interviews �  124

Supplements 6: Language Expansion �  128


